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Luxation of the Patella 
HENRY TAYLOR, F.R.c.v.s., 
Haywarps HEATH 
In The Veterinary Record of July 21st, 1945, there appears a clinical 


communication by F. J. Waddington, of Kenya Colony, on a case 
of upward luxation of the patella for which an operation was per- 
formed ; the internal ligament was sectioned to prevent a recurrence 
of the trouble. 

The condition designated in many text-books as luxation of the 
patella is an interesting one, but on perusing the recorded cases and 
the text books, it is found that the various authorities do not altogether 
agree on the symptoms, the essential conditions giving rise to those 
symptoms, and on the position of the patella after the luxation. 

Looking at the anatomy of the stifle joint one would naturally 
conclude that luxation of the patella could only take place in one 
direction, viz., outwards, owing to the fact that the size of the inner 
lip of the trochlea of the femur is much larger than the outer one. 
This does sometimes occur, but there are other erratic glidings of 
the patella after leaving its true groove (the intercondyloid groove) 
which hardly merit the title of luxation. It appears, however, that 


the so-called luxation is not invariably to the outside and it follows’ 


that there must be a difference in the degree of lameness, movement 
and attitude of the limb. 

The object of this note is to put on record one case of unusual 
luxation which must be of rare occurrence, and to record another 
which was in all probability similar. 

First let us see what the recorded cases and text books say about 
the subject, and for help in this direction I am assisted by an article 
by J. A. W. Dollar.* As a preliminary we might notice one or two 
peculiarities of the stifle joint which may have some bearing on the 
subject. In the femoro-tibial articulation there is a depression at 
the upper margin of the trochlea and the curve of the latter is some- 
what flattened. These points may have something to do with the 
so-called luxation. Then there is what Mr. Hunting called the 
“parallel ruler action ”’ of the stifle and hock joints. Inability to 
flex the stifle automatically causes inability to bend the hock joint. 
The superficial division of the flexor metatarsi, which is somewhat 
tendon like, runs down the anterior surface of the tibia whilst the 
tendinous portion of the superficial flexor and the gastrocnemius 
run down the posterior surface, thus bracing the limb. The inter- 
condyloid groove is not vertical but inclines outwards. 

The cushion of fat below the three straight ligaments of the patella 
is said by a French author (Chuchu) to be a contributory cause 
when there is a wastage in debilitated animals, but there does not 
seem to be much foundation for this assertion. 

The first text book to be quoted is by Professor Williams. Under 
the heading of ‘‘ Luxation of the Patella ” he says the patella is forced 
outwards. ‘The internal lateral ligament becomes stretched across 
the internal prominence of the femur and is thus torn or chafed. 
At first the luxation is only partial, the patella slips in and out of its 
Position with a clicking noise at every step the animal takes. Com- 
monly both patellae are in the same condition. When the luxation 
is complete the internal lateral ligament must be ruptured through its 
whole thickness and the patella slips outwards. 'The limb now 
becomes stretched backwards ; there is total inability on the part of 
the animal to flex it owing to the action of the rectus femoris vasti 
and crureus, etc., muscles. 

Nothing is said about the fixation of the patella or its upward 
dislocation. 

One should also quote General Fitzwygram who must have had 
a large number-of army horses for investigation. He says displace- 
ment of the patella is indicated by the foot being flexed back on the 
Pastern bone, by the hock being straightened and by inability to 
advance the leg ; a description which is practically the same as that 
of Williams for his version of complete luxation. He does not say 
to where the patella is displaced. : 

Professor McCall, in an article on the subject, gave no explanation 
anywhere of what luxation essentially consists, but he strongly 
questions whether the internal lateral ligament is ever ruptured. 

Professor Walley says complete luxation always takes place in an 
outward direction, the active factor being spasm of the triceps 


* Veterinarian. April Ist, 1895. 


abductor femoris, the predisposing one being relaxation or debility 
of the rectus femoris. . 

So far none of the authorities quoted mention anything about the 
patella being fixed on the upper part of the internal lip of the trochlea, 
but all the foregoing agree in the assertion that the patella slips 
outwards, the internal lateral ligament being stretched or lacerated 
in the process. 

In Moller’s “‘ Veterinary Surgery,” translated by J. A. W. Dollar, 
the condition is described as ‘‘ Displacement of the Patella (Luxatio 
Patellae) which may be either 

(a) Upwards over the internal lip of the trochlea, or 
(b) To the side and always to the outer side. 

Tke two conditions differ in their symptoms, prognosis and 
treatment. 

(a) Luxation of the patella upwards is really a displacement of the 
patella within its articular capsule, the bone passing upwards over 
the external lip of the trochlea and then on top of the internal, and 
failing to return. The lower border lies against the upper margin 
of the inner lip of the trochlea, being fixed in that position. The 
only way such a condition may happen is by excessive extension of 
the stifle joint. The limb is therefore stiff, directed backwards and 
cannot be advanced ; the horse may, however, still hop forwards on 
the other leg, dragging the affected limb. With regard to the cause, 
he says it is due to the flattening of the articular surface of the internal 
lip of the trochlea together with abnormal tension of the lateral 
ligament ; or fixation of the lower surface of the patella on the upper 
border of the inner lip of the trochlea. 

In the former case the lameness is said to be often remittent, only 
lasting for a few moments on each occasion (habitual luxation). 

He calls this form momentary upward luxation in contradistinction 
to the fixing of the under border of the patella on the upper border 
of the internal lip of the trochlea which he calls stationary upward 
luxation. In the stationary form the stifle is fixed, the other joints 
are immobilized in an extended position. The limb is rigid, points 
backwards and cannot be advanced, sometimes even with external 
assistance. In the case of momentary luxation there is a slight check 
just as the foot leaves the ground similar to that seen in stringhalt. 

Moller thus divides upward luxation into momentary and stationary. 

(6) Lateral Luxation of the Patella——Here the author divides the 
luxation into two kinds (1) incomplete when the patella lies to some 
extent over the external condyle of the femur; (2) complete, when 
it is generally thrust on to the outer surface of the condyle. One should 
bear in mind that in the horse the patella is certainly secured in 
position by a cartilaginous prolongation which curves over the inner 
lip of the trochlea, but the displacement outwards is not impossible. 
Lateral luxations are rare in horses. The symptoms of incomplete 
lateral luxation are lameness with inability to bear much weight on 
the leg though the muscles inside the thigh can still function to some 
extent and advance the lég. The symptoms of complete lateral 
luxation are that the patella may be felt in its abnormal position, all 
the joints are excessively flexed, the muscles rectus femoris and vasti 
have their functions interfered with and in consequence the ability 
to bear weight on the leg is lost. 

Moller has seen one case of dislocation upwards and outwards but 
I propose to deal with this unusual cae in the latter part of this 
article. It should be noted that Moller says nothing about the con- 
tinual slipping in and out of the patella at every stride, and the 
clicking sound accompanying those erratic divergences. 

In Dollar’s ‘‘ Veterinary Surgery,” edited by Professor O’Connor, 
the author divides the subject into :— 

(1) Dislocation of the Patella over one of the lips of the trochlea ; 
that in which the dislocation is outwards. ‘The symptoms are that 
the stifle is genuflexed and deviated outwards, only the toe touching 
the ground. The patella is felt in its abnormal position ; the patellar 
ligaments are found directed upwards and outwards. The limb is 
carried stiffly and the stride shortened. When the dislocation is 
inwards the stifle can be neither flexed nor extended and the straight 
ligaments and the quadriceps are directed inwards, the vacant 
trochlea of the femur being recognized and felt. There is a chronic 
form seen in young horses, the patella slipping out and in at each 
step with a clicking noise. 

(2) Fixation of the Patella above the trochlea. The symptoms 
are those previously described at the beginning of this article, the 
stifle being extended and fixed and the leg rigid and directed back- 
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wards, the toe resting on the ground. It is much more common 
than the true dislocation above described. 

It should be noted that the symptoms suddenly appear and at 
times as suddenly disappear, the patella returning to its normal 
position with a click. the action of the limb after a few strides 
is normal. 

To my mind O’Connor, from a practical point of view, sums up 
the position admirably and concisely. 

In the Encyclopaedia edited by Professor Wooldridge the descrip- 
tion follows pretty closely that of Moller. The luxation is said to 
be of two kinds: (1) Upward; (2) Lateral. 

(1) In the upward luxation the condition may be (a) complete or 
(6) partial or momentary. 

The complete is due to the patella becoming fixed above the normal 
height, the hind leg becoming abnormally straight and extended 
behind the other like a wooden leg. 

The partial or momentary luxations are said to be seen in slack- 
jointed colts. The lameness varies according to the extent of the 
luxation and may be recurrent. 

(2) In the /ateral luxation the bone is usually displaced outwards 
and continuous flexion of the joints is seen. 

One gathers from this description that the recurrent luxations in 
young animals are due to the upward displacement of the bones 
whereas other authorities say that they are due to lateral luxations. 
There is a divergence of opinion here. 

In “ Pathologie Chirurgical des Articulations,” by Cadeac, there is 
a lengthy description and the subject is dealt with by being classified 

(1) Arrest of the Patella characterized by a locking, or arrest, or 
hooking up (accrochement) of the bone on the summit of the trochlea 
of the femur under the influence of a cramp of the vastus internus 
and the long vastus muscles. 

Cadeac remarks that experimentally one cannot succeed in pro- 
ducing this locking or arrest of the patella. The symptoms he 
describes are of two kinds: (a) the leg assumes the position behind 
the other, stiff and unusable, in what we might call the classic 
position ; (b) (exceptionally) the leg is extended in front towards the 
foreleg, the foot resting on the heel slightly. 

(2) True luxation, i.e., displacement outside or inside independent 
of arrest of the patella. This is a rare accident. The patella, situated 
outside or inside, continues to displace itself at each step so that 
the hand applied to the surface can follow the abnormal track which 
it travels over. 

The patella is easily perceived, thanks to its mobility. In the horse 
it is almost always outside, the internal being very rare. 

Then follows a description of the various symptoms of the lameness, 
but that is unnecessary for our purposes—it adds nothing to the 
foregoing account. 

W. L. Williams, of U.S.A., in an article entitled ‘‘ This so-called 
upward luxation of the patella (the hooking of the internal patellar 
ligament over the internal condyle of the femur)’’* says the conflict 
of opinion upon the upward patellar luxation has created confusion 
in veterinary literature and he wishes to submit some points of 
evidence against the conclusions held by virtually all of the recent 
authorities that it consists of a hooking fast of the internal patellar 
ligament over the internal femoral condyle. He further asserts that 
the fatty cushion and the aponeurosis are of primary importance and 
that it is evident to him that a firm locking fast over the internal 
condyle is an antomical impossibility so long as the structures remain 
intact. In an endeavour to prove his points a horse was chloroformed, 
the hind limb extended as far forward as possible, a hole drilled 
through the patella, a strong iron bolt inserted, and the bone fixed 
to the femur in the position of alleged dislocation. On recovery of 
the animal from the anaesthetic he noted the position of the leg 
which was directed forwards. In my humble opinion that experiment 
proved nothing. 

Williams goes on to observe that the luxation is not met with in 
heavy drawing, on the race track, in hurdle races or in hunting, 
where the joint is severely extended. That all cases of it recover, 
whether treatment is applied or nothing is done. His theory is that 
luxation is caused by a chronic cramp of the long vastus and other 
muscles of that region. The position of the leg under consideration 
is the “classic” one with rigidity of the limb and the foot 
apparently immovably fixed to the floor. If made to move, the horse 
drags the leg behind him ; for reduction he favours the whip. 


The object of this article, as previously remarked, is to put on 
record a case of the very uncommon displacement, but first it was 
necessary to recount the various opinions expressed regarding the 
more common ones. 

Moller says he has met with one peculiar case of the patella luxated 
upwards and outwards. The leg was extended and directed forwards, 
flexion being impossible though some weight could be placed on 


*American Veterinary Review. 1906-7. p.1396. 


‘he limb. When the animal was moving the limb was carried stiffly, 
there being no movement of the limb, stifle or hock. This brought 
the leg perpendicularly below the hip joint but the leg could not be 
placed behind this point. Slight pressure on the outer border of 
the patella sufficed to return it to its position, after which the horse 
could advance several steps in the ordinary way. 

Dollar has reported one case identical with the above. Cameron’s 
case is also the same and three small illustrations show the leg 


advanced. 
Case Reports 

My first case occurred very many years ago but the position of 
the leg remains in my mind. 

The subject was a foal sired by a light horse, and the symptoms 
were identical with the above description, the leg being rigid, pointing 
forwards with the toe outwards. The dislocation was reduced by 
pressing the patella inwards and downwards. The animal could then 
walk fairly well in a straight line. The foal was lost sight of shortly 
afterwards. 

The other case, which was probably similar, occurred so very 
many years ago that I hesitate to be too positive about it, but the 
position of the leg pointing forwards and the great difficulty of getting 
the animal to move over in the:stall owing to the rigidity of the leg, 
remains in my memory. At this period of time I am unable to be 
definite as to the position of the patella. The subject was a cross 
Shire farm mare with muscular hind quarters and straight hocks. 
She had two or three attacks, which came on the day after she had 
been pulling a heavy load through a soft muddy gateway. This 
exertion probably entailed an extra degree of extension of the stifle 
joint. The dislocation was reduced by backing her, pulling her 
forwards and pushing her over in the stall. 

This mare had a foal, of which more anon. 

Of the more common cases of luxation in which the patella is 
fixed on the upper part of the inner lip of the trochlea and the leg 
rigid and directed backwards, the following two cases may be cited. 
These might perhaps be called the classical ones. 

The first was a grey mare of the van type used for farm work, 
probably six to seven years old, and the farmer informed me that the 
mare had on many occasions exhibited the characteristic symptoms. 

On one of my visits to the farm we found the mare in the stall, 
the near hind leg stretched out behind, the fetlock flexed, the toe 
resting on the ground, the stifle and hock joints fixed. On examining 
the stifle joint the trochlea was found empty ; the straight ligament 
Was not covering it, but the patella was not easily distinguished owing 
to the tenseness of its attached muscles. It certainly was not dis- 
located externally. It seemed to be pulled far upwards above the 
internal lip of the trochlea. I managed to reduce the dislosation only 
to find that in a few minutes the condition recurred. On this occasion 
I was unable to reduce it after trying the various methods applicable, 
such as flicking with a whip, backing her, pulling her to the same 
side as the affected leg as much as the stall would allow, and pulling 
the leg forward. Whereupon the owner said, “ I should leave her 
alone, she will get it right by herself.’”” As a matter of fact the mare 
was in the farmer’s possession for two or three years, and the slight 
trouble did not interfere with her work. She was, however, only 
used in chains and during her career she had a dozen or more attacks. 
The owner could easily reduce the dislocation by pulling her round 
to the same side as the dislocation, after which she was only rested 
for a few hours and then resumed work as usual. In a stall it wasa 
little difficult to pull her round, of course. Slippery ground was in 
her case the predisposing cause. No treatment was adopted. 

The second was a Shetland type pony, aged, turned out to grass 
but caught up and used for rides for children at a féte for the hospital. 
The symptoms were the “ classical”” ones but recovery took place 
almost at once. Next morning when I saw the pony it was very 
slightly lame on that leg. 

I saw it two years after but could not make the luxation come on 
by enforced galloping round the pasture. She was very slightly 
lame, but she had some degree of tenderness in all four feet. 

. The following two cases of outward luxation have been observed 
Vv me. 

(1) The subject was a saddle pony about 14 hands, and in this 
animal the patella slipped outwards at every step. There was not 
much of a click but by pressing the palm of the hand on the stifle 
the movements of the patella could be felt. ‘There was also a slight 
catch, resembling stringhalt, when the foot was lifted off the ground. 
Both patellae were involved. 

When seen a year later it was noticed that the animal dragged the 
toes of both hind legs at the trot. 

(2) The subject was the foal, by a Clydesdale stallion, of the mare 
referred to above, and the luxation was external and a recurrent one. 
Both stifles were affected and the clicking noise when the patella 
returned to the normal position was quite loud. The animal dieé 
from some other trouble about a year later, but it is doubtful # 
she would have been of any use. The femora after death showel 
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Fic. I—Rough sketch showing the position when the patella is 
fixed on the internal lip of the trochlea. This is the usual type of 
luxation. 


Fic. I.—Rough sketch showing the position when the patella is 
fixed on the external lip of the trochlea. This is not a common 
luxation. 


the a of the continued friction due to the absence of articular 
Cartilage. 

When the above had been written it occurred to me that the 
opinion of the late Professor James Macqueen, the experienced 
clinician known to many older members of the profession, might be 
incorporated. This I was enabled to do by the kindness of Professor 
McCunn, of the R.V.C., London. He says: “I have looked up 
my notes by James Macqueen which I took down verbatim. When 
I read the first sentence it caused a smile. Under the heading 


‘ Luxation of the Patella’ his first words were, ‘ There is still ample 
room for discussion as to what is wrong’.” This was a typical 
Macqueen “‘ wisecrack”’ and in his notes afterwards there is nothing 
that is not in the textbooks. Professor McCunn adds : 


“Tt is a 


long time since I saw a case in a horse and I think that this is due 
to two things, (1) the very straight stifle is not so common (the 
Belgian funeral horses were very bad) and (2) horses nowadays are 
in much better condition—you do not see the weak debilitated animals 
at work as of yore. Except for direct accident I think that the latter 
cause was the most potent : weak muscles, wasted and no tone, and 
the patella moving about loosely under very little control. I have 
often heard it clicking in the trochlea in such horses. The last case 
I saw was in an Irish hunter bought for a big price because of per- 
formance. He kept on getting his patella hooked up on the top of 
the inner lip of the trochlea. If they smacked him on the rump and 
made him jump it went back immediately. In this case the horse 
was on the poor side, his crural muscles were weak and slack and 
you could move the patella freely. I advised plenty of good food 
and cod liver oil and exercise pulling a plank. It worked and he got 
quite all right.” 


Causes OF LUXATION 


Speaking generally, the cause is over-extension of the joint with 
cramp or spasm of the rectus femoris and vasti muscles plus stretching 
of the ligaments, the straight ones and the lateral ones. Williams, 
of the U.S.A., says it is due to “ chronic cramp ” of the long vastus 
and other muscles attached to the patella or inside and outside 
ligaments. 


‘TREATMENT 


In those cases where the patella is fixed above the trochlea, forcing 
the animal back may free it, or pushing and pulling him forwards 
may succeed. A cut with a whip or turning him sharply to the 
affected side may be effectual. Another method is to pull on the leg 
by means of a rope round the pastern through a rope round the neck. 
If the above methods are unsuccessful the animal may be cast and 
section of the inner straight ligament of the patella performed. 
Liniments and blisters may be useful with rest. 


LuxaTION IN OTHER ANIMALS 


I have never seen a case of luxation in bovines: but have met 
with a few in the dog where the lips of the trochlea are more nearly 
of a size. In that animal the luxation is generally internal. 

Stader, of the U.S.A., published an article on the surgical cure by 
shortening the lateral patellar ligament. ‘This was in the Yournal of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association, about a year ago. 

For interesting articles on ‘‘ Luxation in Bovines ” the reader is 
referred to the Indian Veterinary Journal, July, 1944. In that country 
it is said to be common and the affected animals are treated by an 
injection of 5-7 c.c. of liquor iodi mitis into the femoro-patellar 
articulation. Out of 333 animals treated by the injection 323 were 
working animals—bulls and bullocks. 


Summary 


It will be convenient here to recapitulate and to sum up the various 
aspects with the aim of clarifying matters. All authorities agree 
that there is a luxation or displacement with the symptoms of the 
leg being stretched out backwards with inability to flex the stifle 
and hock joints. Some authorities (who must have had more horses 
under their care than we see nowadays) say that the patella slips out- 
wards, whereas others state that the patella is fixed on the upper lip 
of the trochlea. 

Then there are those cases where there is a continual slipping in 
and out of the patella over the external trochlea which is accompanied 
by a clicking sound at each step. ; 

In other cases the patella may be displaced permanently and lies 
on the condyle externally, the interna! lateral ligament probably 
being ruptured. 

There is a remote possibility that the patella may be displaced 
internally. 

Lastly, there is the rare condition in which the patella gets fixed 
on the top of the external lip of the trochlea, the leg pointing forwards. 
Moller reports one case, Dollar one and Cameron (quoted by Dollar) 
another, while I have seen one definite and one very probable case. 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATION 


Dystokia due to Uterine Twist in a Sow * 
F. H. POTTINGER, mo.R.c.v.s. 
MaIpsTONE 


Subject—A large white sow, in good condition, and at her first 
farrow. 

History.—The sow was one of six bought in the open market and 
transported to the farm by lorry about a week previous to farrowing. 
Labour commenced normally but its undue prolongation and the 
appearance of a partial eversion of the vagina caused the owner to 
seek professional assistance. 

Clinical Findings.—The sow was straining vigorously, but did not 
appear to be unduly fatigued. The vagina was everting, this being 
more noticeable when the sow was on her feet. Vaginal examination 
revealed a rapidly narrowing cone. The cervix could not be 
palpated and there was no evidence of folding or twisting of the 
mucous membrane. 

Diagnosis.—No accurate diagnosis was reached. The | 
of a twist was considered but rejected because of the absence of 
twisting of the mucous membrane. 

Treatment.—The sow was left for 12 hours in the hope that the 
vagina might dilate. There was no change, however, and as her 
condition was more distressed it was deemed advisable to slaughter 
her. 

Post-mortem Examination —On post-mortem examination there 
was found a double twist involving both horns of the uterus. Ten 
piglets were present. 

Remarks.—Had it been possible to diagnose the twist one might 
have been able to straighten the uterus after performing laparotomy. 


* Case reported ‘to the South-Eastern. Division, N.V.M.A., on the 
writer’s behalf, by Mr. Arnold Crowhurst, M.R.c.v.s., of Maidstone. 


ABSTRACTS 
[Chronic Fluorine Intoxication in Sheep and its Effect upon the 
Teeth. G. F. (1945.) Proc. Nutrit. Soc. 3. 94-97.) 


Cases of fluorine poisoning occurred in sheep on a croft and two 
farms near an aluminium factory due to contamination of the pasture. 
On the croft, half a mile from the factory, the herbage contained 
61 p.p.m. of fluorine, and all the home-reared adult sheep were 
affected, the lambs remaining free. The incidence among the sheep 
examined on the first farm, three-quarters of a mile from the factory, 
where the herbage fluorine content was 44 p.p.m., was 62 per cent., 
while on the other farm, a further half mile from the factory, the 
incidence was 48 per cent. 

The sheep showed dental lesions of three main kinds :— 

1. Mottling of the enamel of the permanent incisors. which might 
also. be deformed, or brittle, or easily worn down. This mottling 
was not constantly present, even when the molars were badly affected, 
and it seemed to have no serious effect on the sheep. The damaged 
incisors might interfere with grazing, especially on short pasture. 

2. Poor wearing quality of the molars, so that long pointed pro- 
jections appeared on the outer aspect of the upper teeth, and on the 
inner aspect of the lower teeth, causing ulceration of the gums. The 
first and second molar teeth were most seriously affected. The 

eciduous teeth were not affected, as they erupted before the lamb 
started grazing, and fluorine does not pass from the circulation of 
the ewe into the foetus or into the milk. 

3. Alveolar periostitis and root suppuration. Affection of the 
sinuses resulted in a purulent nasal discharge. 

The teeth of affected sheep had a fluorine content of from 0-25 per 
cent. to 0-86 per cent., while a series of normal sheep showed a range 
of from 0-15 per cent. to 0-19 per cent. The bone of the jaws of the 
affected sheep had a fluorine content of 0-3 per cent. to 1-25 per cent. 
(normal sheep, 0-19 per cent. to 0-27 per cent.). 

The marked dental lesions interfered with grazing and mastication, 
so that the affected sheep might become seriously debilitated, and be 
unable to stand the cold, while lambs might be born weakly and the 
ewes have little or no milk. In some cases, there was also evidence 
of osteoporosis. 

There is no known antidote to fluorine, and the only proper remedy 
would be for the factory to take measures to prevent the contamina- 
tion of the pastures. 


E. C. 


APRIL MEETING OF COUNCIL, N.V.M.A. 
Summary of Proceedings 


The meeting of Council held at the Connaught Rooms, Kingsway, 
W.C.2, on Wednesday, April 17th, with the President, Mr. Geo. N. 
Gould, in the chair, opened with several pleasing features. First 
came the President’s report of the warm welcome accorded the 
Association’s delegation to the Royal College to present bound 
copies of the R.C.V.S. Centenary Commemoration Number of 
The Veterinary Record, this being followed by the reading of a 
letter from the President of the North of Ireland Division com- 


_ menting on Mr. Gould’s recent visit to Ulster as an event enabling 


the members there to “ realize the interest taken in that outpost of 
Empire.” Greatly appreciated by the Council, too, was a message 
received from our colleagues in Kenya in grateful recognition of 
the work of the Association, and of its Overseas Committee in 
particular, in promoting the interests of veterinarians in the Colonies 
and Dependencies. Members were glad, further, to learn that the 
generous offer of hospitality extended by the Danish Association 
of Veterinary Surgeons to the ¢hildren and other dependants of 
British veterinarians—a goodwill gesture of which the President 
made grateful acknowledgment—was likely to meet with a wide 
response. 

Members were deeply grieved by the announcement of the death, 
which took place two days before the meeting, of Mr. John W. 
McIntosh, a great figure in the life of the profession, who, having 
won the affection and esteem of all, had been elected to highest 
office .in the N.V.M.A. and the Royal College. Moving tributes 
were paid by the President and Dr. McCunn. 

The list of applicants for membership—containing 126 names, 
which we do not remember ever to have been exceeded—bore gratify- 
ing witness to the strength of the recovery now being made from 
the temporary halt in the upward trend for which war conditions 
were responsible. 

Committee reports, with their satellite papers, grow ever more 
formidable in bulk and momentous in content. The fact that they 
passed Council with a minimum of discussion, however, indicates 
that the work done is largely in accord with the trend of membership 
opinion. In this brief review the major items only can be selected 
for record at this stage. 

Acceptance was made of the recommendations put forward for 
the renaming (where deemed desirable) and reallocation of duties 
of Standing Committees, which Council, as a whole, regarded as 
achieving theit main object of making the duties of the respective 
Committees clearer to those concerned. 

Also included in the report of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was a most acceptable indication from various sources 
of the value of Headquarters’ organization of refresher courses for 
members of the profession. Negotiation with the Ministry of 
Agriculture figured in this report in respect of (1) the Association’s 
request that local practitioners should be notified of any outbreak 
of contagious disease within their area—here the difficulties in 
carrying this out previously explained to the Association apparently 
still prevail—and (2) the Veterinary Investigation Officer Service. 
Here it has been ascertained that the title “ Veterinary Investigation 
Officer” will be retained; that on being included in the Animal 
Health Division the duties of Veterinary Investigation Officers will 
be substaritially the same as at present, and that the Ministry will 


[Outbreak of Vesicular Stomatitis in Swine and its Differential 
Diagnosis from Vesicular Exanthema and Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease. ScHoeNntnc, H. W., and Crawrorp, A. B. (1945.) Circular 
No. 734, United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, 

A detailed report of an outbreak of vesicular stomatitis among 
swine in a commercial serum production establishment at Kansas 
City. The authors believe that this is the first recorded outbreak 
of the disease occurring naturally in swine. 417 out of one batch of 
787 pigs developed the disease. The diagnosis was confirmed by 
experimental transmission of the disease to cattle, horses, swine and 
guinea-pigs. The virus strain was later identified as being of New 
Jersey type. The source of the outbreak remained unknown. No 
evidence of infection was found on any of the farms from which the 
pigs were obtained, among calves kept on the premises, or in the 
food and water given to the animals. —— 
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take into consideration the views expressed on behalf of the Asso- 


ciation with regard to the renaming and future employment of 
Veterinary Advisory Sterility Officers. Among other matters raised 
in discussion with the Chief Veterinary Officer was the need for 
the speedier transference of information from the laboratory to the 


practitioner—the Ministry has agreed to consider a suggestion that- 


a panel of practitioners should be formed to assist in bringing 
about closer co-operation between laboratory and practitioner—and 
the desirability of the appointment of a practitioner-representative on 
the Agricultural Research Council. A note which the N.F.U. wish 
to insert in their official publication drawing attention to the Veter- 
inary Investigation Officers’ Service has been approved in a form 
recommended by the available representatives on the N.V.M.A.- 
N.F.U. Liaison Committee. 

It was clear from the references in the report—as from those 
which have appeared in the Record—that great success attended 
the tour arranged at the request of the Colonial Office by the Asso- 
cation for the entertainment during their recent visit to this 
country of the four senior veterinary representatives of the French 
Colonial Service. Letters from the Permanent Secretary, Sir George 
Gater, and Mr. John Smith, 0.8.£., M.R.c.v.s., both of the Colonial 
Office, expressing warm appreciation of the Association's co-operation 
~—and particularly of the help given by the President—have been 
received. 

Council approved the programme compiled by the Officers for this 
year’s Annual General Meeting, to be held in London. The pro- 
visional dates are Monday, September 23rd, to Friday, September 
27th (inclusive), and suggested subjects for papers are as follows: 
“War-time Achievements of the Veterinary Services at Home ”: 
“Advances in Veterinary Medicine and Surgery (a) in Large- 
animal Practice, (b) in Small-animal Practice,’ and “ Advances in 
Veterinary Research,” together with a number of demonstrations 
and a visit to the Agricultural Research Council’s Field Station at 
Compton. A dinner will be held in preference to a luncheon, if 
suitable arrangements can be made. 


AnmaL Disease ContrRoi 


Arising out of the report of a meeting of the N.V.M.A.-N.F.U. 

Liaison Committee, Council agreed to the postponement of the 
revision of the Scheme for the Control of the Four Major Diseases 
of Dairy Cattle to provide for contracts on an annual basis at the 
original fee and discontinuance of the percentage reduction, the 
Scheme to be continued on its, present basis until the end of the 
present year’s working. So far as tuberculosis is concerned, both 
bodies are to press for the earliest possible reinstitution of quarterly 
routine inspections. . 
lt is satisfactory that vaccine for use under the Scheme for the 
Vaccination of Calves against Contagious Abortion is now more 
freely available, and it is hoped that the Ministry may agree to 
the marking of vaccinated calves. : ; 

The Association is in correspondence with the Agricultural 
Research Council in regard to the necessity of ensuring that the 
supplies of penicillin for use in animals shortly to become available 
shall be restricted to members of the veterinary profession. More 
particularly in view of its ready availability to the profession in 
other countries, Council pressed for an urgent speeding up of 
telease to practitioners in this country: wide trial in the field, as 
well as in the laboratory, was felt to be a necessity. 

The reports of the Survey Committee revealed the groundwork 
for the foregoing proposals and the progress also made with technical 
measures for the control of mastitis, sterility, trichomoniasis and 
Johne’s disease. Hill sheep farming and also the provision of 
adequate water supplies and good drainage systems in rural areas 
continue to receive close attention, both from this Committee and 
the Joint Veterinary Officers and Public Health and Parliamentary 
Committee. The Association’s memorandum on the latter has been 
appreciated by the bodies to whom it has been sent, but Council 
agreed with Major Aston, who gave some shocking examples of 
lack of facilities—and expressed his regret that the prospect of a 
conference had fallen through—that the matter stood in sore need 
of publicity. 

teat concern has been caused throughout the profession by the 
Proposed mode of administration of the Food and Drugs (Milk and 
Dairies) Act, 1944, and the President has secured from the Perma- 
nent Secretary of the Ministry an assurance that he will not over- 
look the undertaking he gave that the Association will be kept 
informed of developments and will be consulted in the formulation 
of the Ministry’s plans. Sir Donald Vandepeer “fully appreciates 


the substantial part that the veterinary profession will be called 
upon to play under the new arrangements.” 

Fees for the injection of pigs with crystal violet vaccine formed 
the subject of some discussion. The decision that issue of the 
vaccine should be restricted to members of the profession was 
welcomed, and a recommended maximum scale of fees agreed of 
which divisions have been notified. 

Earlier in the meeting Major Kirk had stressed his concern for 
an adequate and promptly functioning Publicity Service and one 
measure to that end was accepted. from the report of the Organizing 
Committee, in that each Division is to be invited to appoint a 
Sub-committee to establish liaison with the local press and indicate 
to the Headquarters of the N.V.M.A. any publicity measures con- 
sidered advisable. 

The Sub-committee appointed to consider the revision of the 
Animals (Anaesthetics) Act, 1919, presented a valuable report, in 
which it is recommended that the Act be repealed and new legis- 
lation introduced on the “basic general principle that all surgical 
interference involving pain . . . should be performed by a veterinary 


surgeon. .. . 
The report of the Appointments Committee disclosed that every 


possible effort is being made by the Association in support of the 
claim for improved salaries put forward by the veterinary staff of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, and it was interesting to learn from 
the report of the Overseas Committee that a history of the develop- 
ment of the Colonial Veterinary Service is to be drawn up. The 
Chairman of the Editorial Committee, in presenting his report, 
expressed regret that the continuing shortage of paper had neces- 
sitated the reinstitution of a limitation in the length of published 
correspondence. 

The reports of representatives of the Association on other bodies 
were of exceptional interest, including as they did two new features 
—reports on the work of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
and on that of the Court of Governors of the Royal Veterinary 
College—it being agreed by Council that these should be presented 
annually. In the former, Professor Wooldridge made a plea-—which 
he eloquently amplified in presenting his report and which was 
strongly supported by Mr. Glover—for such an, increase in the 
number of subscribers as: would enable the Fund to augment its 
grants by at least 50 per cent. in view of the enhanced cost of living. 
He urged the profession searchingly to consider whether it is not a 
matter for reproach that the Veterinary Benevolent Fund can enlist 
the support of only 400 members out of a total of over 4.000. The 
ladies associated with the profession, though again very few in 
number, had responded magnificently, but were also asking for 
greater membership and support. Mr. Glover emphasized this 
heartening feature and commended their example to the emulation 


of their menfolk. 
The report made by Dr. Wooldridge on the activities of the 


Parliamentary and Scientific Committee showed once again how 
immensely beneficial to the profession is the Association’s liaison 
with parliamentary and scientific personnel through the medium of 
this Committee. 

The next Quarterly Meetings of Committees and Council are to 
be held in Edinburgh on June 19th, 20th and 21st. Members were 
reminded of the necessity of applying for accommodation well in 
advance. . 

It was unanimously agreed that, in regognition of his experience 
and length of service, Mr. W. Brown’s designation should be changed 
from “Editorial Representative” to that of “Editor.” Mr. Brown 
expressed his deep appreciation of the decision. 


EFFICIENCY IN PIG-KEEPING 


The Small Pig Keepers’ Council is most anxious to encourage 
efficiency in pig keeping. During the war much was accomplished 
to show that the pig was a clean animal, but in some cases pigs 
were kept under conditions that were tolerated only because “ there 
was a war on.” If public opinion is not to turn against pig clubs 
then it is most necessary to prove that the keeping of pigs need 
not entail dirt, untidiness and smell and that home food production 
can be fostered without causing a nuisance or danger to health. 
The Council are, therefore, about to launch a national pig club 
competition open to Pig Owner Clubs. The cleanliness and drainage 
of the sty, the health and fitness of the pig, the utilization of 
manure and freedom from flies.and small will be features of this 
competition. Secretaries of Pig Clubs can obtain full information 
of the competition from the Secretary, Small Pig Keepers’ Council, 
64, Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon. 
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Distemper Prophylactics 


When it became evident in January, 1944, that for a long period 
the demand for distemper prophylactics was likely to continue to 
exceed the probable level of production, Messrs. Burroughs Wellcome 
& Co. bad no option, in the interests of reasonably even distribu- 
tion, but to introduce a system of rationing. In devising a scheme 
the requirements of veterinary practice and the interests of practi- 
tioners were given careful consideration. This scheme, which was 
in operation until March 3lst, 1946, was based upon the receipt by 
the company of an estimate of each practitioner’s requirements 
for the ensuing three months. When all these estimates were to 
hand, the demand was compared with an estimate of production 
received from the Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories, 
and an allocation made to each customer, who was then informed 
of the quantity allocated and the dates on which he might expect 
delivery. 

This system had one particularly unsatisfactory feature: the 
Laboratories could give no assurance that their production would 
approximate their estimate because distemper products are under 
test for many weeks and there is no regularity in the rate at which 
batches have to be discarded as unsuitable. As a result, Burroughs 
Wellcome & Co, on many occasions had to cancel allocations, even 
at short notice, and, apart from the disappointment caused, the 
attempt at even distribution was somewhat frustrated. 

This question has recently been discussed by representatives of 
the N.V.M.A. and the company. Future production is expected 
to exceed that of the past 18 months, but there is no immediate 
prospect of it reaching the level which would meet the exceptional 
demand of these days. A system of rationing must, therefore, be 
continued and the opportunity of the current break in distribution 
has been used to find one with fewer undesirable features. The fun- 
damental change will be that Burroughs Wellcome & Co. will not 
promise delivery until they know the quantity of material, passed 
all its tests, which is available at the laboratories. Since dried 
distemper virus has only a short life, notification of delivery will 
be short. seldom exceeding one week. 

The new system will be: — 

(a) At the beginning of each period of two months every customer 
of Burroughs Wellcome & Co. will receive an invitation to state 
the maximum quantity of distemper prophylactics he is prepared 
to accept during that period and to indicate whether Method I 
or Method II is wanted. 

(b) The letter inviting this information will make it clear that 
as much material as possible, to his stated limit, will be supplied 
and that the date or dates when despatch is to be made will be 
intimated approximately one week ahead. 

(c) The customer who then does not immediately inform 
Burroughs Wellcome & Co. of his inability to accept the supply will 
be deemed as having accepted. No distemper prophylactics can be 
returned to the company for credit. 

(d) Practitioners who use Method I will have one week's notice of 
the intention to despatch vaccine and the follow up dose of virus 
will be despatched two weeks later (unless at least three clear days’ 
notice of cancellation of the virus is received). Those who use 
Method II will have one week’s notice of the despatch of sets of 
virus-serum-diluting fluid. 

(e) Burroughs Wellcome & Co. will give each customer a similar 
proportion of the maximum quantity intimated and will attempt 
to make regional allocations to avoid local difficulties. 

(f) During each period of two months practitioners may expect 
to receive a share of the prophylactics available during each of 
two weeks. 

(g) Practitioners who wish to immunize a litter of puppies in 
one kennel at the same time should state this in returning their 
maximum requirement form. Then every endeavour will be made 
to send a parcel of prophylactics which will meet this need. 

There must be exceptions to any scheme of this nature: — 

(1) The fox-hunting community was so largely responsible for 
assisting the Field Distemper Fund and so readily made facilities for 
field research observations, that it is accepted that they should 
enjoy a level of priority in the supply of prophylactics. Any practi- 
tioner who wishes to immunize the hounds of any pack may place 
his order specifying the name of the Hunt for which the material 
is required, and supplies will be made available as soon as possible, 
at approximately one week’s notice. Material thus supplied will 
be additional to allocation made for use in general practice. 

(2) Some practitioners will require vaccine only (i.e., will not 
wish “follow up” virus) and many will wish to order distemper 
serum for therapeutic use. Orders for these materials should be 
placed in the usual manner. Supply cannot be guaranteed, but 


as large a proportion of the order will be effected as soon as possible 
and, where there is short supply, the covering note will make it 
clear whether the remainder of the order will be effected soon or 
whether this supply is all that the practitioner can anticipate on 
that order. 


(3) On occasion there may be material available which is not 
allocated, either because a practitioner has intimated his inability 
to accept what he had asked for or because of some other unexpected 
surplus. This surplus will be distributed to practitioners who have 
inumated their willingness to accept prophylactics without notice. 

The level of production will be sufficiently large to justify starting 
distribution under the above scheme on June 3rd, 1946. Practi- 
tioners will receive before May 12th individual notification with 
a request to state the maximum quantity of distemper oe age 
which they are prepared to accept for the period June 3rd to July 
3st. It will be appreciated that it will be some time before every 
practitioner in the country has had his first allocation. 

During the period until production is sufficiently large to permit 
introduction of this new scheme the small quantity of prophylactics 
available for distribution will be issued to the profession for use in 
hound and greyhound kennels and for working and gun dogs. 
Requests for material for use in these classes of dogs during the 
interim period should be addressed to the company and will be 
effected as far as possible. All orders for material received during 
this interim period and not executed before the date of introduction 
of the new scheme will be cancelled. 


Wellcome brand Canine Distemper Serum (Therapeutic) only 
will be available for supply on request as from May 2Ist, 1946. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH 


Mr. Janner asked the Minister of Agriculture the present expen- 
diture on agricultural research in England and Wales by the 
Government; what percentage this represents of the annual value 
of the total agricultural output; and what immediate plans are 
under consideration for expanding such research. 

Mr. T. Witttams: The expenditure on agricultural research for 
which I am directly responsible is expected to amount to approxi- 
mately £500,000 in the financial year 1945-46. In addition, expen- 
diture on research in that year by the Agricultural Research Council 
is estimated at £160,000. The Council serves Great Britain and is 
unable, I am informed, to allocate its expenditure between England 
and Wales and Scotland, as many of its projects are designed to 
be of general value and to secure co-operative work by scientists 
in all three countries. 

Expenditure on agricultural research can be taken to be of the 
order of 0-1 per cent. of the value of the agricultural output. A 
general scheme for the expansion of agricultural research in Great 
Britain is now in hand. Steps have, for example, already been 
taken towards establishing a new organization for research in 
animal breeding and genetics, and plans for the creation of a vege- 
table research station are being actively considered. 


Docs, TRANSPORT ACCOMMODATION 


Sir G. Fox asked the Secretary of State for War whether he is 
aware that many soldiers who would like to bring back dogs t 
this country from the Middle East have been prevented from doing 
so owing to the limited kennel accommodation on board the trans 
ports; whether these facilities will now be improved; what is the 
present position with regard to the capacity of the military quaram- 
tine station for dogs in this country; and whether additional 
accommodation will be provided elsewhere. 

Mr. Lawson: I am aware that there is a shortage of kennel 
accommodation on board ships and the possibility of increasing 
this accommodation is at present under discussion with the Ministry 
of War Transport. The existing accommodation at the military 
quarantine station is 500 kennels and it is hoped to start work 
shortly on increasing the number of kennels to 600. No further 
increase is contemplated at present either on this site or elsewhere. 


Wispom 
The linchpin in all the work of improving animal health is the 


veterinary surgeon who attends the animals on the farm.—M. 
Percy Coxxicx, Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Agriculture, at York. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Diary of Events 
6th.—Meeting of the Farmers’ Club at the Royal Empire 
Society, 2.30 p.m. Subject—— Farm Rehabilitation.” 


May 


May 7th.—R.C.V.S. Animal Management Examinations, com- 
mencing in London. 
May 7th.—R.C.V.S. Council Elections—Last date for Nominations. 


May 7th.—Meeting of the Southern Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Salisbury (The White Hart Hotel), 2 p.m. 
9th.—Veterinary Educational Trust’s First Annual Fison 
Lecture, by Earl De La Warr, in the Main Lecture 
Theatre, The London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, Keppel Street, W.C.1, 2.30 p.m. Subject 
“The Work of the Agricultural Research Council and 
its Relation to Veterinary Science and Practice.” 
May 1!0th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and District Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Lincoln (Saracen’s Head Hotel), 2.15 p.m. 
May |ith—Annual Meeting of the Association .of Veterinary 
Inspectors, at Friends’ House, Euston Road, N.W.1, 


May 


p-m. 
May 15th—Spring Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Colchester, 2.15 p.m. 
May 21st.—R.C.V.S. Council Elections—Voting Papers issued 
May 23rd.—Annual Meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Carlisle, 2 p.m. 
May 24th.—Special Meeting of the North Wales Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Bangor (School of Agriculture), 2 p.m. 
May 28th.—R.C.V.S. Council Elections—Voting Papers to be 
returned. 
Ist.—Meeting of the Society of Women Veterinary Surgeons, 
at the Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
2.30 p.m. 
4th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
4th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
4th—Annual General Meeting, Victoria Veterinary Bene- 
volent Fund, 10, Red Lion Square. 
June Sth.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 
June 6th.—R.C.V.S. Committee and Council Meetings. 
June 27th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations begin. 
July Ist—RC.V.S. Oral and Practical Examinations commence. 


* * * 


Secretaryship of the Royal College 
We have pleasure in informing our readers that, as from May Ist, 
Mr. William Geoffrey Ronald Oates, who is a solicitor and is 37 years 
of age, has been appointed Acting Secretary and Acting Registrar 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in succession to the 
late Secretary and Registrar, the late Dr. Fred Bullock. 


June 


June 
June 
June 


R.C.V.S. Council Election 
ADDRESSES OF CANDIDATES 
The addressés of candidates for election to Council, R.C.V.S., will 
be published in our issue of May 18th. Those who desire to 
submit such addresses for publication are requested to note that 
they must be received by the Editor of The Veterinary Record, 
36, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1, not later than MONDAY NEXT, 
and that they must be limited to 250 words. 


PERSONAL 


Director oF VETERINARY SERVICES, UGANDA 
The Colonial Office announces the promotion to Director of 
Veterinary Services, Uganda, of Mr. William Lacklan Smith 
Mackintosh, M.R.C.Vv.s., D.T.v.M. (Ed.), p.v.mM. (McKillip), Senior Veter- 
inary Officer, Uganda. 


Rides to Hounds at Ninety.—We note with interest from the 
Huddersfield Daily Examiner that on April 3rd, the eve of his 
ninetieth birthday, Mr. Harry Cooper, .R.c.v.s., of 8, King’s Mill 
Lane, Huddersfield, saddled up and rode out to Bretton with the 
Badsworth Hunt. Mr. Cooper, who is still in practice as a veter- 
inary surgeon (he qualified 65 years ago), is spoken of by the 
Examiner as probably knowing more about horses and horse-breed- 
ing than any other man in the West Riding. He has won many 
cups in local horse races and has acted as judge at a great many 
shows. Hunting has always been Mr. Cooper’s favourite pastime, 
and when he was younger he was out with either the Badsworth 
or Rockwood Hunts three or four days every week. In 1891 one 


of Mr. Cooper’s horses, a gelding named Buffalo Bill, ran third in 
the Grand National. Mr. Cooper had sold the animal for £500 
some time before the race. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Dickson, Sydney James, 5, Grange Road, Bushey, Herts. Gradu- 
ated London, December 7th, 1939. Died March 13th, 1946. 

Ecan, William F., 1010, Dolores Street, San Francisco, U.S.A. 
— N. Edinburgh, May 23rd, 1888. ‘Died February 25th, 

6. . 


The late Colonel J. J. Aitken, C.M.G., D.S.O., O.B.E. 

Colonel John James Aitken, late of the Royal Army Veterinary 
Corps, whose death we recorded with much regret in our last issue, 
and who passed away at his home, The Old Vicarage, North Curry, 
Taunton, was the son of the late Major George Aitken and grandson 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Aitken, Dalkeith. 

Born in Ireland on June 7th, 1878, Colonel Aitken spent his boy- 
hood in Dalkeith and attended Edinburgh Royal High School. 
After graduating at Glasgow in 1899, Colonel Aitken had a long and 
distinguished military career. He saw service in the South African 
War, gaining the Queen’s Medal with three clasps and the King’s 
Medal with two clasps; with the Sikkim and Tibet Mission Force, 
1903-04, for which he received the medal and clasp; and in the 
1914-18 war, when his services were rewarded with the D.S.O. in 
1916, the C.M.G. in 1919, and mention in despatches. During 1922 
and 1923 he was on active service in Waziristan, and in 1924 was 
made an O.B.E. He was appointed commandant of the Royal Army 
Veterinary School in 1925, a post he held until 1928, when he became 
A.D.V.S. Southern Command. In 1933 he went on retired pay, but 
served subsequently as a Lieutenant-Colonel with the Somerset Light 
Infantry. 

Very well known throughout the Taunton district, Colonel Aitken’s 
death is deeply regretted by a wide circle. He took a keen interest 
in affairs at North Curry. For many years he had been President 
of the local branch of the British Legion, being especially concerned 
with the benevolent work of the branch. Throughout the war he 
was actively associated with the Home Guard, and held an admin- 
istrative position in the organization. 

In 1927 Colonel Aitken married Constance Marion, daughter of 
Brig.-General B. F. Drake, who, with their only daughter, is left to 
mourn him. 


The Late Lieut.-Colonel William Orr, F.R.C.V.S. 
A Furtuer TRIBUTE 


We are indebted to Major R. A. Wright, M.r.c.v.s., Senior Veter- 
inary Officer, Southern Malaya, who writes from H.Q. British 
Military Administration, Singapore, for the following information 
which supplements that given in our issue of January 5th, con- 
cerning the career of the late Lieut.-Colonel William Orr, F.R.c.v.s., 
whose deeply regretted death took place as the result of an accident 
in Malaya. In forwarding these particulars Major Wright says: 
“ Orr was a personal friend of mine and I shared his many travels 
and adventures; we escaped from Singapore together and worked 
out rehabilitation plans and returned to Malaya together. Since 
our return we had been, carrying out our plans and he met his 
death on his way to see me about these schemes. 

“He was a strong willed man of enormous energy and through 
his force of character put the profession very much in the picture 
in the eyes of Malaya Command, and showed the great benefits 
of a veterinary service in the economy of a tropical country.” 


After graduating at the Royal Veterinary College in 1930, William 
Orr spent a period at the Institute of Animal Genetics in Edinburgh 
and the Research Institute at the R.V.C._ He then served in Southern 
Rhodesia and in Malaya in the Colonial Service where he did much 
valuable research work. : 

In February, 1942, with two companions, he escaped from Singa- 
pore in an open boat and finally reached Australia. He was posted 
as Senior Research Officer to Palestine until he was recalled to 
England to work out plans for the re-entry into and rehabilitation 
of Malava. In September, 1945, he returned to Malava with the 
assault troops and at once carried out his investigations and 
reorganized the Civil Veterinary Service throughout the country. 
His real work of safeguarding the valuable livestock potential of 
the country from serious depletion and controlling outbreaks of 
disease will mean the saving of years of work in rehabilitation. 

His death comes at a moment when his experience and abilities 
can be ill spared and the Colonial Service has lost one of its finest 
officers. Although he was a capable research worker he realized 
the real value of animal husbandry in the agricultural economy 
of the countrv and at the time of his death he was engaged in 
laving foundations for considerable plans in animal husbandry for 
Malava. 
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ADDRESSES OF DISEASE-INFECTED PREMISES 

The list given below indicates, first, the county in which are 
situated the premises on which disease has been confirmed, followed 
by the postal address and date of outbreak. 
Foot-anp-Moutu Disease: , 
wa Farm, Laxton, Kettering, Northants. (Apr. 
24th). 
Swine Fever: 

Berkshire—Hambridge Farm, Newbury, Berks. (Apr. 23rd); 203, 
King’s Road, Reading, Berks. (Apr. 25th). 

Buckinghamshire.—14, Slough Road, Denham, Uxbridge, Middle- 
sex (Apr. 23rd). 

Chester —Old Brickyard Farm, Aldford, Chester (Apr. 27th). 


Durham.—Sea Bank Piggeries, Sunderland (Apr. 27th); Plains Farm 


West Allotment, Silksworth, Sunderland, Durham (Apr. 29th). 

Lancashire——Old Hall Farm, Sedgley Park Road, Prestwich, Man- 
chester, Lancs.; Molyneux Brow, Whitefield, Manchester, Lancs. 
(Apr. 26th). 

incs. (Kesteven).—Grove Farm, Swaton, Sleaford, Lincs. (Apr. 

26th); Fen Farm, Skellingthorpe, Lincoln (Apr. 29th). 

Nottinghamshire.—Field opposite 42, Swingate, Kimberley, Not- 
tingham (Apr. 23rd). 

Southants.—Homestead Farm, Gosport Road, Lee-on-the-Solent, 
Hants. (Apr. 23rd). 

Surrey.—Woodlands Farm, Woodlands Road, Stoke D’Abercorn, 
Cobham, Surrey (Apr. 29th). 

Warwickshire-—Piggeries, 3, Chanak, Great Pinley, Rowington, 
Warwick (Apr. 29th). 

Worcestershire —Lane House Farm, Pump House Lane, Webheath, 
Redditch, Worcs. (Apr. 23rd); Hill Furze Farm, Fladbury, Pershore, 
Worcs. (Apr. 26th). 

Yorks. (E.R.).—Hind Farm, Eppleworth, Skidby, Yorks. (Apr. 29th). 

Yorks. (W.R.).—Bank Farm, The Bank, Eccleshill, Bradford, Yorks. 
(Apr. 25th). 

* * * * * 
APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT AGRICULTURAL ATTACHE 
IN WASHINGTON 


Announcement is made by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fish- 
eries that it has been decided to appoint an Assistant to the Agricul- 
tural Attaché to the British Embassy, Washington. The post is 
to be filled by Mr. P. J. Macfarlan, B.sc. (AGRic.), N.D.A., N.D.D., the 
Deputy Executive Officer of the Northamptonshire War Agricultural 
Executive Committee. 

Mr. Macfarlan was educated at Edinburgh Academy and Glasgow 
University. He continued his agricultural studies at the West of 
Scotland Agricultural College and the Dairy School for Scotland, 
and was, in 1937, awarded a Ministry of Agriculture Postgraduate 
Scholarship. He became Vice-Principal of the Chadacre Agricul- 
tural Institute in 1938, which post he held till the closure of the 
Institute in 1940. Since then he has been with the Northants. 
War Agricultural Executive Committee, being appointed the Deputy 
Executive Officer in 1942. - 

Mr. Macfarlan will be leaving for Washington early in May to 
take up his appointment. ; 

* * * * * 

“Talks between the Ministry of Agriculture and the Milk Mar- 
keting Board open on May 9th on the setting up of tubercle-free 
areas,” says The Farmers’ Weekly. ‘This follows a meeting 
between the N.F.U. and the Ministry on the starting of ‘area’ 
schemes. One of the main objects of the Board in going all out 
for T.T. production is to prevent the thousands of producer-retailers 
serving towns of over 10,000 population from being put out of 
business.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the personal 
views of the writer only and must not be taken as expressing the opinion or 
having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 

Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the first post 
on Monday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


Notice to Correspondents 
The Editorial Committee regrets that, the paper supply situation 
having deteriorated, it has become necessary to ask correspondents 
again to accept a limitation on the length of letters submitted for 
ublication. Accordingly, contributors to our Correspondence 
lumns are requested to note that, until further intimation is made, 
their communications must not exceed 350 words. 


* * * * * 
REFRESHER COURSES FOR DEMOBILIZED VETERINARY > 
SURGEONS 


Sir,—As the first demobilized veterinary surgeon to take a refresher 


course, may I be allowed, through your columns, to express my 


grateful appreciation of the efforts made by the N.V.M.A. to make 
such a course available. 

It is hoped that returning members will not hesitate ‘o avail 
themselves of such a splendid opportunity to re-equip themselves 
for civilian service. : 

May the spirit in which the refresher course evolved long con- 
tinue to flourish in our profession! 

Yours faithfully, 


264, Burdett Road, E.14. D. T. Rew. 
April 22nd, 1946. 


* * * * 


BETA HAEMOLYTIC STREPTOCOCCUS INFECTION IN DOGS 


Sir,—During the last six months I have had 18 different dogs 
of varied ages and breeds showing symptoms of this infection. I 
have treated them all with thiazamide M. & B. (sulphathiazole) in 
doses varied according to age and size of the patients and have 
had excellent results. 

I have treated distemper-infected dogs with Laidlaw & Dunkin’s 
virus vaccine, but the difficulty with many veterinary practitioners 
is to get the procedure strictly carried out in individual cases and 
without hospitalizing the dogs. 


Dr. Tom Hare’s article is of absorbing interest. 
Yours faithfully, 
Bolton. G. Maya.t. 
* ® * 


VETERINARY EDUCATION 


Sir,—The pride of many members probably received a shattering 
blow from the account of the meeting between the R.C.V.S. and 
the Minister of Agriculture as reported in the Supplement of April 
6th, 1946, and especially the intimation that he bases his charge 
of incompetency = ae and opinions of so-called practical 
farmers forming W.A.E.C,s—in other words on ignorance. It is 
doubtful if ever since the profession was awarded its charter such 
a damning indictment has ever been made against it. When due 
allowances are made, however, there is little ground for concern. 
That British veterinary surgeons are the foremost in the world 
none can dispute and therefore the indictment must apply to the 
profession the world over. Veterinary surgeons abroad are not likely 
to be perturbed by any opinion held by British farmers any more 
than we would be at the opinion of theirs. 

The Ministry has a staff of some 350 whole-time veterinary sur- 
geons disposed over the entire Kingdom and in contact with every 
practitioner. Is it to be assumed that they confirm the views of 
the W.A.E.C.s that their professional brethren are so incompetent 
as to merit this aspersion? They are much more competent to assess 
the standard of efficiency of their professional brethren than any 
laymen, and they and practitioners all over the country will readily 
assert that were it not for the ignorance and incompetence of the 
majority of stockowners there would be very much less need for 
veterinary surgeons and the Animal Health Division would be a 
mere skeleton of what it is now. 

To be consistent in such matters presumably the Minister of 
Health, if he desired to be informed of the general competence of 
the medical profession, would accept the views of the average mid- 
wife—an occurrence too grotesque and absurd to be imagined. 

The real truth is that the origin and cause of this unjust onslaught 
lie much deeper and are of far longer standing than W.A.E.C.s, and 
before the projected legislation is introduced the Minister and his 
predecessor will be accurately informed of them. 

Yours faithfully. 
Brechin, Angus. Wat. S. Perrier. 
April 20th, 1946. 


Sir—Although it may appear impertinent for a newly qualified 
person to do so, I should like to support all that Dr. McEwen has 
said in his letter of April 9th. 

Furthermore, I believe that in claiming the exclusive right to 
carry out calf vaccination, tuberculin testing. etc., and at the same 
time claiming a professional rate of reward for such routine duties, 
we are using our professional strength to the detriment of the 
interests of the country as a whole, and ultimately of our own 
profession. 

The solution would seem to be the employment by the Ministry 
of lav assistants to perform the major part of such routine work, 
and the current assessments of future recruitment to the profession 
should be reconsidered in the light of such a suggestion. 

Yours faithfully, 


11, Brook Crescent, Chingford, E.4. E. A. Girson. 


April 21st, 1946. 


